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GREEN EGGS AND FUNK 
David Gardner 

Duration:   3’55”             Level:  3 
 

Program Notes: 
Green Eggs and Funk was named by one of my students at Christian College Geelong. I mentioned that it had a funky rock type groove and “Bam” out 
came the name so I went with it! 

Performance Notes: 
The opening has the band playing in unison with an almost half tempo drum feel. Make sure [7] is hit strong but immediately brought down to a soft dynamic. 

The drummer will need to do the same with their press roll, listen to the drums for control of the crescendo. Bring it right up to the slam on [A] to maximise 

the effect. 

From [A] it is all about the drive from the bass guitar. There is an alternative bass part supplied that has been simplified, whichever is used the bass player 

will need to sit right on top at all times. 

From [B], the Trombones and lower Saxophones have the melody and it needs to be dirty. Observe the blues notes (especially the A flat) and try to put the 

appropriate bends on them to portray the character of blues. The trumpets and upper Saxophones should make the stabs energetic and firm to help drive the 

groove. 

At [C] the drums are required to lay down the half tempo feel with authority and the bass, although in tempo, should try to give the sense of floating over the 

beat. 

After the solos, the half time feel returns. The horns present three riff-like melodies that are presented in layers to creative a polyphonic effect. Observe the 

accents in each melody to help create an even spread across the band. The accents shouldn’t be too strong but certainly give a presence to their individual part.  

Finally, in the last bar the drums need to be strong with the quavers on the bass drum to encourage the remainder of the band to give an exciting, but in tune, 

last note stab to close the piece. 

There are four written solos supplied (alto sax, tenor sax, trumpet and trombone). I encourage anyone in the band to have a go at soloing, especially to try 

creating their own solos. You can use the F minor blues scales exclusively to create your solo, although for variety the D minor blues scales also fits 

particularly over the Bb13#11, just watch that the A is not emphasised as it will clash with the chord tone A flat. Use the D minor blues scale sparingly as it 

will help change up the solo and add interest. Maybe the director can help analyse my supplied solos and see where these scales have been used to help 

understand their applications. Remember it is all about being dirty, use bends, growls and any other dramatic devices that you feel are appropriate. 

About the Composer: 
David Gardner is a clarinettist, saxophonist, composer, arranger and teacher residing in Geelong, Victoria, Australia.  Having spent many years in the Royal 

Australian Air Force Central Band, he is currently Head of Woodwind at Christian College, Geelong, and enjoying a career in jazz as a freelance musician.  

His performance experience is vast and varied, ranging from solo and orchestral performance to jazz and big band performance in Australia as well as on the 

international stage. 

 
N.B. Please include the details of this work in the Performing Rights Return or send details of the performance to the publisher 
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NOTICE TO CONDUCTORS AND PERFORMERS
The writers of this music depend on its sale to obtain some reward 

for hours of hard work.  Copying by any means is against the law and
inhibits the creation of material for your use - DO NOT PHOTOCOPY

© Copyright Brolga Music 2014
International Copyright Secured. All Rights Reserved.
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